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Newsletter 5   Session 2016 – 2017       Friday, 30th June, 2017 
 
Dear Parents and Friends, 
 
Which doors should the pupils use?  
Entry during the soft start (8:50 to 9:00 am) and exit at the end of the day will be as follows: 
 
P1A, P1M, P4C and P4M will use the main entrance (door 1); 
 
P2EW, P2W, P3C and P3S will use the rear entrance (door 12) which is near the climbing wall. 
Children must wait at the foot of the steps until the door is opened safely. 
(Only for exit, at the end of the school day, P3S will use door 10 which is at the corner near the gym 
hall steps.) 
 
P5K, P5Y, P6C, P7MW and P7R will use the blue upper stages entrance (door 4) at the top of the 
ramp. 
 
We will monitor and review this approach for effectiveness.  Please make us aware of any issues 
with these arrangements. 
 
School Meals 
Next term, the price of a school meal will be £2.20 per meal.  Primary 1, 2 and 3 will continue to 
receive free meals. For those entering P4, please ensure that you can get into the iPayimpact 
service for paying and checking the choices which your child has made.  If there is a problem, you 
can pay by cash or cheque until it is sorted out. 
 
Residential Trip, P7 (Barcaple, Castle Douglas) 
The week was a great success despite the often heavy and sustained rain.  These positives were 
backed up by equally complimentary comments from Barcaple staff.  We have booked spaces for 
next June and plans are well in place. 
 
The Barcaple trip is the biggest trip of any year, but reports from the various class day trips were also 
very positive. Thanks are owed to the many volunteers who helped with trips; without them it would 
not be possible to run some of these trips. 

http://www.crombie.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/
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P7 Show – School of Rock 
Much successful learning, determination, and sheer fun were evident in the preparation for, and 
performances of, the P7 show.  After paying for performance rights, costumes, etc. a surplus of 
£714.23 went towards The Brain Tumour Charity.  Your donations were very welcome but your 
participation as an audience was more important for the pupils’ motivation, learning and enjoyment. 
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The staging for the show belongs to the school and was funded by yourselves through our PTA. 
 
For next session, we anticipate that there will be some form of show for P4 in December, P1 in term 
3, and P7 in term 4 
 
Staffing  
In addition to the notifications in Newsletter 4, Jill Cooper, Visiting Teacher of Art, will be leaving us 
as will Emma Rathbone, ASL (Intervention and Prevention) Teacher.  Katriona Hirst, ASL Teacher, is 
taking a study career break next session.  Donna Burnett, Pupil Support Assistant, will move to a 
different school at the start of the new session.  We wish them all well. 
Mr. Neil Young will join Crombie teaching staff in August.  Class P5Y have met him already. 
Mrs Jamie Finnie will be taking up a full time post as Early Years Practitioner in the nursery; her 
current part time post will be advertised soon. 
 
Parent Council 
The AGM will be at 7.30 pm on Monday, 4th September, 2017 at 7.30, followed by a full business 
meeting. 
 
PTA 
The Summer Fun Day was yet another PTA success, thanks to the organisers, the helpers on the 
day and, of course, the support of yourselves, relatives and friends.  The near perfect weather 
ensured the happy movement of people between the indoors and outdoors activities.  The net 
contribution to funds is about £5,300.  Your generous support of the PTA and its fund-raising 
activities makes a very significant difference to the resources and activities which we can provide to 
support your children’s learning.  
Staging and library shelving were major purchases with PTA funds this session.  
 
The next meeting is the AGM at 7.00 pm on Monday, 11th September, 2017 – to be confirmed. 
 
To get involved with the PTA committee, or to volunteer to help with any event, contact the PTA on 
crombieschoolpta@gmail.com   
 
PTA updates are available from several sources. For those on Facebook, please like the PTA page – 
Crombie Primary School.  Details of forthcoming events and any other important information will be 
posted on the noticeboard just inside the main school door. 

mailto:crombieschoolpta@gmail.com
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Induction to P1 in August, 2017  
School visits, with trial school meals, were very successful as were the Pupils Meet the Teacher 
sessions. 
Remember to check your recent letters to be clear about the dates for your child’s phased start to 
school. 
 
Sharing Pupil Progress and Achievement with Parents 
We are preparing a calendar of actions and events for the session. It will be issued next term. 
 
Uniforms 
Uniforms can now be purchased online at www.schoolwaremadeeasy.com for free delivery to your 
home address.  Remember, the CPS stitching is only a P7 option; P7 may choose to stick with the 
badge. We have samples in school if you need to see them on your child before you order.  
 
P7 Transition  
All the transition events went well.  Even the Barcaple residential trip had a greater transition benefit 
than is usual because we shared the week with P7 pupils from Skene School. Pupils from the other 
local primary schools attended one performance of School of Rock.  Crombie P7s were part of the 
audience for shows which were performed by the P7 pupils of the other primaries. 
Staff from Crombie and the other local Cluster schools plan to work together next session to consider 
whether we can improve the transition with regard to the quality of information. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.schoolwaremadeeasy.com/
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Sunscreen 
Next term can be one of the sunniest and still need the use of sunscreen and a hat.  When 
appropriate, apply sunscreen before the children come to school or send some, labelled with your 
child’s name and class, to school if your child is able to apply the screen as needed.  Children are 
not allowed to share sunscreen. 
 
Head Lice 
The holidays provide a good opportunity to break the cycle of infestation.  Please check and treat 
your children’s hair, if necessary. 
 
Pencil Case Contents   
It would help everyone if each pupil came to school in August with a pencil case containing, as a 
minimum, HB pencils, a rubber, a glue stick, a ruler and a pencil sharpener (but no scissors). If these 
items could be labelled with your child’s name it would help to avoid disputes about ownership. (If 
you can put names on sweatshirts and other belongings that also would be very helpful.) 
 
Parentzone Scotland 
www.parentzonescotland,com is a unique website for parents from early years to beyond school.  
There are many clear explanations of developments in education. Jargon is avoided or explained.  
Have a look, for a better understanding of the Curriculum for Excellence. 
 
National Improvement Framework (NIF)  
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Education/Schools/NationalImprovementFramework  
The Scottish Government’ NIF is a major influence on school improvement; in particular, the 
emphasis on closing the gap in achievement between children from different backgrounds. 
 
Education Governance Proposals 
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Education/thegovernancereview 
 
Extra-curricular activities  
Yet another successful session, with plans for next session’s football, running, etc quite far on 
already. Please contact school staff if you have an interest or skill which could be developed as an 
extra-curricular activity with your support and leadership.  The usual PVG checks will be needed.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parentzonescotland,com/
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Education/Schools/NationalImprovementFramework
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Education/thegovernancereview
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Summer Reading Challenge    
Aberdeenshire Council library staff are encouraging the pupils to take part in the reading challenge. 
For more information, visit: http://online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/libraries/young/summer-reading-
challenge/  
 
The theme for this year’s challenge is about books and their illustrations – “Be drawn into a Good 
Book”. The Challenge started on Thursday 22nd June and will run until Saturday 26th August, 2017.  
Alongside the reading challenge, there will be a creative competition for children to enter.  
 
Further information is also available from Jane Brebner, Young People Services Librarian, Libraries 
HQ, Oldmeldrum – jane.brebner@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  
 
In Class 
It has been another very busy time with trips to museums and castles and restaurants, and 
Bennachie and beyond.  In school we have had a farming assembly, an Italian food enterprise, and 
visits from guide dogs and geologists, and much more, including nursery sports. 
 
P5/6R Enterprise project 
A research and training visit to the Lairhillock Restaurant was followed by an enterprise assembly 
with guest participation (eating pizza). The children raised £173.24 for The Brain Tumour Charity. 
 

      
 
Lost Property  
We have a white mobile phone in the office waiting to be claimed. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Henry Hepburn 
Head Teacher 

 

http://online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/libraries/young/summer-reading-challenge/
http://online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/libraries/young/summer-reading-challenge/
mailto:jane.brebner@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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Dates for your Diary                           Crombie School, 29th June, 2017 
 

Friday, 30th June, 2017 Last day of Term 4 – school closes 

Monday, 21st August, 2017 In-service day 1 – School closed to pupils only 

Tuesday, 22nd August, 2017 First day of Term 1 – school opens 

Monday 4th September, 2017 Parent Council AGM – 7.30 pm Crombie School 

Monday, 11th September, 2017 PTA AGM – 7:00 pm Crombie School 

Tuesday, 3rd October, 2017 Parent Teacher Consultations 4:00 to 6:20 pm 

Thursday, 5th October, 2017 Parent Teacher Consultations 5:00 to 7:20 pm 

Friday, 13 October, 2017 Last Day of Term 1 – school closes 

Monday, 30th October, 2017 First day of Term 2 – school opens 

Monday, 13th November, 2017 In-service day 2 – School closed to pupils only 

Tuesday, 14th November, 2017 In-service day 3 – School closed to pupils only 

Friday, 22nd December, 2017 Last day of term 2 – school closes 

Monday, 8th January, 2018 First day of term 3 – school opens 

Thursday, 8th February, 2018 Occasional day – school closed 

Friday, 9th February, 2018 Occasional day – school closed 

Monday, 12th February, 2018 Local holiday – school closed 

Tuesday, 13th February, 2018 In-service day 4 – School closed to pupils only 

Wednesday, 14th February, 2018 In-service day 5 – School closed to pupils only 

Thursday, 29th March, 2018 Last day of term 3 – school closes 

Friday, 30th March, 2018 Holiday – school closed 

Monday, 16th April, 2018 First day of term 4 – school opens 

Monday, 7th May, 2018 Mayday Holiday – school closed 

Friday, 6th July, 2018 Last day of term 4 – school closes 

Monday, 20th August, 2018 In-service day 1– School closed to pupils only 

Tuesday, 21st August, 2018 First day of term 1 – school opens 
 

 
 


